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What are Behavior Services? 

The behavior services at Lapeer County Intermediate School District (LCISD) are provided by a Behavioral Specialist whom possesses a Masters Degree in Social Work, Certification in School Social Work, and has an extensive background in behavior training. The Behavioral Specialist is also an identified state trainer for both the Michigan’s Integrated Behavior Learning & Support Initiative (MiBLSi) and the Statewide Autism Resources & Training (START) initiative. 

The behavioral specialist with the support of the LCISD embrace the Michigan State Board of Education’s policy that each school district implement a system of school wide positive behavior support strategies. The behavioral specialist works with local school personnel to adjust and adapt environments to minimize problem behaviors and to promote student success to the maximum extent possible. 

The behavioral specialist and school social worker at the LCISD are certified by the Crisis Prevention Institute as trainers in Nonviolent Crisis Intervention. They can provide training in crisis prevention intervention to teachers, aides, administrators, and other identified school staff. 

Through the use of empirically supported strategies, interventions and supports are offered to the local districts by the behavioral specialist in order to maintain students in the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) and encourage success.

How are Behavior Services Accessed? 
Local building staff, in conjunction with LCISD itinerant staff and parent(s) or guardian(s) determine if a referral is made for behavior services. The special education service area director reviews the information and determines if the referral is appropriate for behavior services, is in the best interest of the student, and is consistent with LRE. 

Who is Eligible for Behavior Services? 
The behavioral specialist provides on-going support to the Severally Emotionally Impaired (SEI) programs within the local school districts. The programs are supported on a consultant model, with assistance given to the SEI teachers, paraprofessional, school building staff, and administration. 

Behavior services can be requested by teams of individuals (usually a Student Assistance Team) at the local building level who are knowledgeable about students (visit www.lcisd.k12.mi.us for referral forms). Referrals for behavioral services are made after the local district’s support team has intervened. There is no single educational diagnosis that is required to access behavior services. However, students do need to be receiving special education services. A referral is also appropriate if a student is not eligible but being considered for an SEI placement. 

Typically, students referred to behavior services have severe, chronic, persistent emotional or behavioral disturbances and have failed to demonstrate progress despite previously well documented interventions. Students from kindergarten through age 26 are potentially eligible for behavior services as needed.
What Services are Provided by Behavior Services? 
· Review of records:   The behavior specialist will review records provided including Individualized Education Program (IEP), Functional Behavioral Assessment (FBA), and Behavior Intervention Plan (BIP), along with other pertinent documentation. 

· Meet with Local Education Agency (LEA) staff / parent:   The behavior specialist may meet with all members of the student’s team to discuss: 
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Pro-active behavior intervention strategies


Techniques to strengthen appropriate behaviors 


Reactive strategies to address problem behaviors when they do occur








Data collection 


Functional behavioral assessment 


Behavior intervention plans 


Positive behavior supports 














